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James Thompson Center
100 W. Randolph Suite 11-500
Chicago, IL 60601

September 27, 2010

Re: Case No. PCB2010-103—500 acre expansion of DeKalb County Landfill and acceptance of waste
from 16 additional counties

To Whom It May Concemn:

Enclosed are copies of articles that have been published in our local paper regarding the landfili
expansion and H2S gas emissions. There is a great deal of concemn as to whether or not H2S is
escaping from the WM landfill into Cortland Township, Town of Cortland, and the nearby grade school.
Many believe WM is not effectively controlling gas emissions from the landfill now and the situation will
warsen as garpage intake is increased...

| submit these documents, on behalf of the Stop the Mega-Dump Group. We ask that you review and
note the concerns expressed by citizens of our County.

Regards, 5! / /MM

Barbara Votaw
637 Easy St.
Sycamore, IL 60178

Enclosures:
March 8, 2010 Landfill tak to continue
April 5, 2010 Letter: Not worth the risk
April 14, 2010 Counsel OK with Landfill
April 14, 2010 Anti4andfiil action fails in Cortland
April 22, 2010 How environmentally safe are landfills?
May 8, 2010 Study did not test for toxic gas at school
May 8, 2010 Expansion of landfill should move forward
May 28, 2010 Letter: Landfil risks great
June 2, 2010 Hydrogen Suifide Reading at Cortland Elementary reported
June 3, 2010 District more air testing needed at Cortland School
June 4, 2010 Summer School relocated from Corfiand Elementary
June 8, 2010 Caution is best approach for Cortland scheol
June 12, 2010 Letter. Waste Management's view lacks integrity
June 16, 2010 Testing set at school
July 30, 2010 Clearing the air
August 5§, 2010 Cortland air monitor to be installed today
August 8, 2010 The Delicate Balance by Dr. Aubrey J. Serewicz
August 18, 2010 Using the mesting to get informed
August 27, 2010 Copper Sampling Kits Avallable

September 5, 2010

Cortland School H2S Monitor Not Functioning
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4/5/)5
Letier: Not worth the risk

Contrary to most of the county board, we were able to attend the entire public hearing concerning the expansion of the
Cortland dump. A number of Tacis came out at this hearing, which make us vehemenily opposed to this expansion.

1. The expansion is gargantuan. It includes room for 18 million tons of garbage from outside the county. Given the population
of those counties, a majority of this garbage will be from Cook County. Our county's fertile agricultural land should not be
permanently diverted for the storage of Chicago's garbage. This use of our pristine farmiand is contrary to the vigilance the
county has shown through its zoning laws for decades,

2. DeKalb County recydes over 50 percent of it's waste. Why should we expand our landfill to provide spacs for counties
who recycle at the state average of 20 percent or less? What message does that send to our school children and others
about the importance of recyding?

3. Over the expansion's life it will take over 800,000 giant semi trucks to bring that much garbage to Cortiand from Cock and
surrounding counties. No testimony was given as to what pollustion will be generated by that many garbage semis let alone
any smell or waste that will inevitably escape from those trailers.

4. The most crucial fact presented at the hearing did not come from the petitioner's highly paid cadre of professional
witnesses but instead from a very respected NIU chemistry professor, Dr, Aubrey Serewicz. His lifelong study of gases has
shown that the extremely dangerous hydrogen sulfide gas that you smefl while passing the existing dump flare is not fully
dissipated in the open burning process at and proposed for the site. This is certainly the principal reason that Cook and the
other 15 counties are not approving additional tandfills even for their own garbage

We are not so naive to not understand that this additional garbage means at least $75 million to the county over the
contract's life. While this is a very tempting and easy way out for financing future county needs, we do not think it is worth the
risks. Whether it has been a bullding, a bridge, a forest preserve, or a charitable endeavor, we have been proud to provide
for our own needs from our own resources, While not always the easiest, those projects were done without risking the health
and welfare of future generations.

John H. Boies and Mary-Glynn Bofes

Sycamore

Copyright © 2010 Daily Chronicle. All rights reserved.
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Hydrogen Sulfide Reading at
Cortland Elementary Reported

Measurabie amounts of hydrogen sulfide were found at Cortland Elementary
school a testing company reported at the Tuesday night District 428 School Board
meeting. One location tested within the bullding measured at the top of the level
acceptable by the [llinols Department of Health for in-doors. The amount outside
of the school, on a day when the wind was blowing from the north toward the
landfill, measured 0.82 pp million, ten times the amount Inslde the building.

This report once agaln provides further example of how the county Is at danger if
they are golng to trust the reports of Waste Management inc. The measures found
by Carnow and Conlbear, hired by the school district to test at the Cortland
elementary school site, were much higher than those reported by Waste
Management. Once again it is clear that we can not trust the assurances given by
Waste Management nor the assurances given by the DeKalb County Board.

More testing is going to be conducted inside and outslde of the school, for a
longer period of time, under various weather conditions, times of day, and
different wind speeds from other directions. After further testing Mr. Rod Harvey
of Carnow and Conibear said he would be able to offer a professional opinion on
whether the H2S |s coming from the landflll or not. Members of the school board
wisely sald they did not trust Waste Management and that they also wanted the
soil tested as well as the water.

According to Dr. Carman, former Texas environmental official and clean air
director of the Texas Slerra Club, “The effects of toxIc pollutlon such as H2S on
growlng children is recognized by experts as particularly severe.”

The fact that the outdoor amount of H2S is 0.82 pp million is especlally
worrisome because as Dr. Carmen explalns, “Children are more vulnerable than
adults to hydrogen sulfide, first because they breathe more rapidly, taking In
significantly more pollution per pound of body weight than do adults. Second,
national data show that children spend an average of 50% more time outdoors
than adults.” The reading of H2S was taken on the south side of Cortland
Elementary where the playground is located and where the children have their
outdoor recess. Also the state of lllinols requires 40% of the air In a classroom to
be outside air brought in through unlvents.

Dr. Carmen also points to a third reason why H2S is more dangerous for children,
“Third, chlldren are three times more active outdoors (than adults.) This increased
actlvity raises breathing rates and significantly increases Inhalatlons and in some

cases swallowing of pollutants.”

http://stopthemega-dump.org/?7p=234 9/24/2010
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As if this were not enough to convince anyone that there |s no reason to expose
our children to this risk Dr. Carmen also adds this information, “Fourth, children
are panicularly vulnerable to toxic substances because their bodies are immature
and rapldly growlng. Fifth, children in their prime learning years and H2S
exposure causes brain damage. The Impairment of mental faculties in a chlld
amounts to a lifetime of harm.”

Although it is good that the school district Is having further testing done at the
Cortland Elementary school it is already clear that the children there are at more
risk than children located far from the landfill.

Agaln Dr. Carmen points out, “ Public health scientists now recognize that
hydrogen sulfide Is a potent neurotoxin, and that chronic exposure to even low
amblent levels causes irreversible damage to the brain and central nervous
system. Children are among the most susceptible to this polson gas. lt is
unacceptable for communities to have to contlhue suffering the | effects of H2S
when the technology to control H2S ermissions Is available and affordable.”

ftis also unacceptable that the governmental officials of DeKalb County Board and
the city of Cortland turn their backs on the children of the county and vote to put
them at risk. Shame on the County Board members for voting yes to this
dangerous expansion. We can only imagine how much H2S will be in the air if
2,000 tons per day start to go in across the field from the playground.

The Stop the DeKalb mega-Dump group encourages everyone to stay Involved
and engaged. Prepare to defend our children before the [llinois Pollution Control
Board at the public hearing in August. We can still stop thls mistake from going
any further.

Dan Kenney
Chair of the
Stop the Mega-Dump

This entry was posted on Jupe 3, 2010, 6:06 am and is filed under DeKalb County Board, waste
mapagemept. You can follow any responses to this entry through RSS 2,0. You can skip to the end
and leave a response. Pinging is currendy not allowed,

No comments yet.

Your name (required)

Your e-mail (required, will not be published)

Your website

Type your comment here
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Summer school relocated from Cortland Elementary

Author(s): ELENA GRIMM Date: June 4, 2010 Section: News

DeKALB — Summer school classes will be held at locations other
than Cortland Elementary School, District 428 officials announced
Friday. District spokesman Russ Fletcher said that general education
and elementary students with special needs will have classes at
Brooks Elementary School and that students in grades 6-12 with
special needs, along with vocational education for students with
special needs, will have classes at Clinton Rosette Middle School.
Admiuistrators made the decision to change locations following a
report that there were "detectable amounts” of hydrogen sulfide in the
air inside and outside of Cortland Elementary.

A colorless, poisonous, flammable gas, hydrogen sulfide, or H2S, is a
natural byproduct of decomposition. District officials hired an
environmental consulting firm in early May to test for methane and
H2S.

No methane was found, but H2S levels found inside the school were
right at the acceptable standards set by the llinois Department of
Public Health, and the level detected outside, .082 ppm, was 10 times
higher than those inside the school.

More testing will be done to identify the source of the H2S and check
the accuracy of the first results, Schools Superintendent Jim Briscoe
said earlier this week. These tests may take up to two weeks.

Technical problems: If you have a technical problem with your
account please e-mail newslibrary(@newsbank.com.

Copyright 2010, The Dally Chronicle, Shaw Nawspapers, All Rights
Reserved.
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« Notify IEPA of Landflll Gas Odor problem follow our Appeal Case »

The Delicate Balance by Dr. Aubrey
J. Serewicz

While Waste Management is jockeylng for position and the School Board Is
pondering the bad hand it was dealt, the parents of Cortland are left in a
quandary,

They need not be. Hydrogen Sulfide Is not sorne new plague. The science of the
damage it can wreck on people has been known for decades. The Federal EPA has
spearheaded this study but Congress has allowed it to remain toothless. Just like
with the West Nile Mosquito and the Lyme Deer Tick, parents will have to protect
thelr children.

Every molecule of H2S eliminates one molecule of Copper within the child's liver.
There is no Immunity to H2S, there is only reserve. The Copper In the ltver helps
to bulld white blood cells and to construct strong blood vessels. A normal 7 year
old child with a healthy diet has a liver Copper concentration of 35 ug/g. With an
average size [iver of 110 g there should be a reserve of 3200 ug of Copper.

If we take a current case scenario from the report by C, C and A at Cortland
School, the Inltial .080 ppm analysis can be shown to contain160 ug of H2S in
1470 liters of alr. 1470 liters of air is also the volume of air that a 7 year old
might breathe during a 7 hour school period. Since a 7 year child needs 400 ug of
Copper per day this child could incur a deficit of 160 ug from its reserve. Unless
this Is compensated with increased copper, this reserve could fall below the 25
percentile level In 10 school days. A content of 15 ug/g in the liver could result
and enter the critical range. From the actual reading in a classroom of .38 ppm
and .62 ppm out of doors it Is possible to gauge the potential range of the
problem.

What happened to the children In the 2009-2010 school year? How could they
now be protected? Copper concentration in the liver can be determined by a liver
blopsy. Conveniently, though, halr analysis is an acceptable substitute and does
reflect long term Copper status. In fact, a recent study of aduits llving within .4
miles of this landfill was conducted by hair analysis. The landfill adults showed an
average Copper concentration of 9.75 ug/g, while adults (lving at [east 3 miless
away tested at 29 ug. In addition, all of the landfill adults had critical
cardiovascular problems. Veterinary Laboratories run hair analysis on valuable
animals all the time. If a physician doesn't know what to do with the halr analysis
data a veterinarian can help.

Navarro and Wood (2003), Journal of Nutrition, determined that multi-mineral
supplements had little short term effects with Copper. Fortunately, foods high In
Copper are the best protection you can give your child. Consulting the USDA

9/24/2010
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National Nutritional Database one will find these as highest in Copper. They are
listed here In ug/oz: liver 2683 /oz, cashews 633/0z, pacific oysters 452/0z,
aimond burter 257/0z, peanut butter 163/0z. Quaker Oat Granola 103/0z. How
much does your child need? it depends on their current copper status and
knowledge of the H2S burden from the !andfill. Currently, the instrumentation
that Waste Management Is obllged to use to monitor their site activates at above
10 ppm.

One thing is certain. Don't wait for help from ydur County or Village government.

This entry was pasted on August 8, 2010, 10:06 am and is fifed under Alr Quality Cortland
Elementary, waste Mmanaqement. You can follow any responses to this entry through 858 2.0. You
can leave a response, or trackback from your own slte. s

No comments yet.

Your name (required)

Your e-mail (required, will not be published)

Your website

Type your comment here

Submit Cgmmerﬂ
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Embed Plugin creared by Jake Ruston's Wordpress Pluging - Powered by |banez and School Grants.
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SPECIAL OFFER
on eye exoms for children

Our View: Use meeting to get informed

DeKalb Schoal District 428 Is hosting an informational meeting tonight for parents of students at
Corttand Elementary School. The focus of the meeting is to discuss the monlitoring of air quality at the
school in the wake of hydrogen sulfide concems that camne to light in the debate surrounding the
expanslon of the DeKalb Gounty Landfill. Hydrogen sulfide ia a colorless gas that is a naturel

byproduct of decomposition. N = m = =
Glick Haere
__FarMore Infel--
Parents, ightly so, have expressed concermns about their childrens’ satety. Many questions have been TeE
asked. Many statistics have been thrown around. A lot of confuslan has surfaced. q-'HA” RC’SSOV“CAL B15.756.5887

Ropefully, tonight’s meeting can answer those questions and address parents' concems. We encourage  DAILY CHRONICLE READER
avery parent, neighbor, and concerned citizen to attend tonight's meeting. Get informed. Ask questions, SUBMISSIONS
Voice your opinion.

Uplead Your
Photos or Video

The meeting starts at 6 p.m. today at Cortland Elementary School, 370 E. Lexington Ave., in Cortland.
It will include a presentation from an industrial hygienist, who wil share data coliectsd from a hydrogen
sulfide monitor that was installed at the school this month,

DeKalb §chools Superintendent Jim Briscoa sald measurements have been near 2ero since the
monitor went in. The district decided to test for hydrogen sulfide after praliminary testing in May reveated
measurable amounts of the gas In ang outside of the school.

After the additional testing, industrial hygienist Ted Hogan recommended that the schoal was safe and

that tha recently measured hydrogen sulfide levels present a “minimal risk” for student heaith. He also READER POLL
said the gas was coming from cutside the achool. How did you get to school as a kid?
& walked

http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_action=doc&p_docid=131B49799A8C6... 9/23/2010
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Part of tonkght's meeting also will iInclude the sharing of an emergency plan and action that wik be taken (O got a ride with a pareat
should the monitor indicate unsafe leveis of the hydrogen sulfide. # bus
» rode a bicycle

Please, take this opportunity to educate yourself on hydrogen sulfide, how dangerous it can be, and,
more importandy. its effect on Cortland Elementary School. Show resulls

Copyright 2010, The Daily Chronicle, Shaw Newspapers. All Rights Reserved,
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« Follow our Appeal Case Cortland School H2S Monjtor Not funclioning »
PAGES

AvoLLus Copper Sampling Kits Available

o Contact Stop The

o

Mega-Dump As you know Dr. Serwicz has completed extensive study on the effects of H2S on
o County Board the depletion of metals in our body, especially copper. You can read some of his
ontact Info information about this further down on posts to this web page. He has offered as

a service to the community to coordinate hair sampling analysis to determine

° Q@_@fgg what if any effects may have occurred to your body due to exposure to the air
° Picture from the DeKalb County Landfill. Please read the Information below for how you
can have your hair or your child’s hair annualized for only $15. He will do this for
you regardless of where you live in the county. | hope you take advantage of this
service he is providing to the citizens of our county.
Copper Halr Analysis removes one less health worry.
G:IT(SI_DUMP it's simple. [t's easy. it's painless.
1. Collect a 1/2 oz lock of halr from the nape of the neck
o Kankakee Anti-Dump 2. Fill out the coded Identity label.
Croup Initials (X Y Z), Birth numbers ( Ox Ox __xx) Gender M/F
> QUIRAGE News 3. Put hal le In plastic b
s Stop Fo in . Pu r sample In plastic bag.
Mountain 4. Wrilte a check for $15 to Hair Sample, SMD, Hair Test
5. Enclose sample bag and check in envelope and mail to SMD Test, P.O. Box 363,
Dekalb 60115.
In 2 weeks you may pick up the resuits at the NBT bank, 155 N NS by
identifying the report with the coded identity number. You will also receive a
DEKALB complimentary copy of THE BIOCHEMISTRY OF COPPER by Earl Frieden. All data is
COUNTY confldential.
BOARD
s Cou O This entry was posted on Auwgust 27, 2010, 10:44 am and is filed under Public Comments. You
Candidates can follow any responses to this entry throvgh RSS 2,0. You can (eave a response, or wrackback

. from your own site.
o County's Public 4

Hearing information
egarding Landfi
Expansion No comments yet.

Your name (required)
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PAGES

e oThe Cortland School H2S Monitor Not
Mega-Dump Functioning

o County Boar

Contact Info On August 30th Dr. Serewicz went to Cortland school to see the testing
o Donate apparatus. He was refused entry. So he went to talk with Dr. Briscoe. Dr. Serewicz
o Landfill Pictures was then allowed a tour of the equipment at Cortland Elementary at 10 am with

Ray Faivre the head custodian of Cortland school.
The following is what Dr. Serewlcz reported seeing:

“The equipment is connected and charged, but not functloning. it Is correctly set
at ppb and there is a paper cassette in place, but there Is no movement and no
ANTI-DUMP take-up reel. The intake hose Is In the hall but set too high. For adults for VOC it
NKS should be between 3 and 5.5 feet. For H2S it should be a maximum of 3 feet from
U the floor. For children it should be proportionally lower. | explained this to Mr.
Falvre. He assumed that the cleaning machines might glve false positives and |
explained no H2S comes from the cleaning machines. | asked him to call me when
Group the Honeywell testing begins.”
o OUTRAGE News

o Stap Fountain

o Kankakee Anti-Dump

Mr. Briscoe is supposed to be contacting the company about this.
The link below to Dr. Serewicz's full written report, found at DeKalb County On-

Mountain Line, also polnts out that the intake tube is not in the proper location to provide
the best reading for the protection of children. H2S, a toxic gas that is heavier
than alr, can not be adequately tested with an Intake tube that is up by the
ceiling. Dr. Serewlcz states that for testing H2S the intake tube should be at a
maximum height of 3 feet. “For chlldren It should be proportionally lower.”

DEKALB Also Dr. Serewicz has contacted and recelved the go ahead to work on a joint
COUNTY project with two NIU professors related to the H2S and the DeKalb County Landfill
BOARD operated by Waste Management Inc. Professor Jie Song of the NIU Geography
Department and Wendy Bostwick, PhD of NIU Public Health Department. They are
o going to work together on a project using copper in hair as a marker for affects of
Q‘M H2S, a very poisonous gas that is released from landfills among other possible
Candidates sources. Dr. Serewicz and the NIU professors will be working on a proposal to
o County's Public present to the National Institute of Health (NIH). This is ground-breaking research
Hearing infarmartian that is creating the Important foundation for future study in the area of affects of
regarding Landfill H2S on children and adults. Hydrogen sulfide is generating many studies across
) the sclentific community now that its been classified as a toxic gas.

Expansian
http://dekalbcountyonline.com/2010/09/05 /h2s-monitor-connected-and-

harged-but-not-functioning /#maore-2004
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